
Appendix A  

Respondent  Comments  NWLDC Response  

Cadwallader family 
(Andrew Granger & Co) 

The draft VDS inappropriately provides commentary on 
the appropriate location for development within the 
village.  This is a matter for an adopted development 
plan document, or a neighbourhood plan, not the VDS. 
The draft VDS goes beyond the scope of a good local 
design guide as set out in the NPPG. There is a risk that 
the VDS will conflict with a possible future revision of 
the North West Leicestershire Local Plan that included 
Land at Grimes Gate within the Diseworth Limits to 
Development. The draft VDS should be amended to 
remove all commentary about the location of 
development within the village.  

The particular concern highlighted relates to statements 
regarding the Limits to Development at page 4 of the 
proposed revised VDS. The Planning Practice Guidance 
identifies that local design guides  “set out the general 
design principles and standards that development 
proposals should follow in the area, building on policies 
in the development plan.” It goes on to state that “They 
are most effective when used alongside other relevant 
design tools to assess the design quality of proposed 
schemes” (Paragraph 005 Reference ID: 26-005-
20191001). 
 
From this, it is clear that local design guides such as 
VDS is concerned with shaping the quality of 
development as opposed to being concerned with the 
principles of development. 
 
Previous guidance from the Countryside Commission 
stressed that a VDS “is about managing change in the 
village, not preventing it”. As proposed, the wording 
could be construed as seeking to prevent change.  
 
In view of the above, it is agreed that it would, therefore, 
be appropriate to reword the second recommendation at 
page 4 to state: 
 
“The view of the local community is that it would 
wish to see new development restricted to within the 
Limits to Development of Diseworth in the adopted 
Local Plan (or any new Local Plan) the existing 
countryside around Diseworth protected against 
inappropriate development. “  
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At page 2 of the proposed revised VDS, it states that 
the VDS is aimed at  
 
“developers, architects, designers, and builders, 
to inform them of local views on design, materials 
and location of new and adapted buildings” 
 
In view of the considerations above it would be 
appropriate to amend this state: 
 
“developers, architects, designers, and builders, 
to inform them of local views on design, and 
materials and location of new and adapted 
buildings” 

 Amend text at the final paragraph on page 3 of the draft 
VDS to include the phrase ‘unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise’.  

Planning applications are to be determined in 
accordance with the development plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise.  Therefore, it is not 
considered necessary to make this change as it is 
already enshrined in legislation. The VDS as drafted is 
not considered to be unreasonable.   

 Subject to the changes which are being sought, the 
remaining provisions of the draft VDs are endorsed and 
in particular its approach to development densities, 
heritage, housing mix, local character and highways 
considerations.  

Noted 

Canal & River Trust The Plan area does not include any waterways or 
associated infrastructure owned or operated by the 
Trust. No comments.  

Noted 

Castle Donington 
Parish Council  

This is a very comprehensive document. No further 
comments.  

Noted 

Environment Agency  No comments  Noted  

Leicestershire CC 
Minerals  

There is a small Sand and Gravel Mineral Consultation 
Area (MCA) just to the north of Diseworth. Policy M11 of 

Noted 
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the Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan aims 
to prevent potential mineral reserves from being 
sterilised by non-mineral development. Due to the 
Diseworth Village Design Statement not proposing any 
specific development, the County Planning Authority 
does not have any further comments to make. 

Natural England  NE offers the following as general advice; 

 Recommends the use of Landscape Character 
Assessments  

 National Character Area profiles are useful guidance 
documents 

 Design statements can usefully promote 
improvements in green infrastructure.  NE has 
relevant guidance 

 Design statements should reference and reflect 
biodiversity assets in the immediate area, drawing 
on relevant guidance 

 Community engagement should inform the 
formulation of design guidance  

Noted 

Coal Authority  No specific comments  Noted 

 

 


